[bookmark: _GoBack]Title of Project: 	Schulich Students Teaching Basic First-Aid To High School          Students.

Part 2: Describe the Project

The CANMEDS guidelines mandate that Canadian medical students promote public health as health advocates and educators.  Both of these roles are marginalized in our current curriculum.  However, because of the respect with which the community views medical students, we are uniquely poised to develop our skills in these areas, while acting as powerful catalysts for change. By taking advantage of this privilege, we can initiate positive change while raising the profile of the Schulich School of Medicine & Dentistry. 

Many deaths in Canada could be prevented by a widespread knowledge of even very basic first aid. For example, knowing when to call 9-1-1 and the information the operator will require during the call could prevent a death.  The easiest way to introduce this knowledge on a large scale is through the school system.  However, there is currently no mandatory first aid instruction in the Ontario secondary school curriculum.  We feel that this is unacceptable.  With the support of the Hippocratic Council Innovator Grant, Schulich medical students can work to introduce basic first aid skills, like recognizing emergencies, into the high school curriculum and, in doing so, raise our profile in the community.  

We would like to work with organizations like St. John’s Ambulance to develop a simple and reproducible one-hour first aid tutorial for the high school curriculum to be delivered once yearly by second-year Schulich medical students. This would not be a certification-level course, but would rather focus on recognition of emergencies and appropriate responses. While first-year students carry out a similar program to teach sun safety at local elementary schools, second-year medical students do not interact with the community at the same level in our current curriculum.  A program dedicated to teaching basic first aid would provide second-year medical students with an opportunity to advocate for an important medical issue and the challenge of working with teenagers.  

This initiative will directly raise the profile of the Schulich School of Medicine and Dentistry in two ways:  First, we will develop information packages to send home with students that will not only provide to parents the information that we have taught, furthering our goals of education, but will also highlight that Schulich students provided the session.  Second, and most importantly, if we are successful in London, we can use our local work as an example to lobby at the provincial level for the inclusion of basic first aid training in the high school curriculum. Given the general public interests in education and health, our efforts in this area will be easily marketed to the media.  

It is important that we continue build our relationship with the community.  Efforts to raise our profile contribute to this process. The project outlined achieves these goals while providing a valuable experience for early high school students and Schulich Medical Students, and is thus deserving of the support of the Hippocratic Council Innovator Grant.

Part 3: Selection/ Grading Requirements

Why is your project innovative? 

Our project demonstrates innovation through its goals, as well as its execution.  Citywide provision of rudimentary first aid knowledge in Ontario high schools is novel. By having medical students teach the class, our project will introduce medical students to the community as concerned health advocates for positive change.  Most importantly, this project may provide an avenue for the Schulich School of Medicine and Dentistry to champion a cause they initiated at the provincial level. This opportunity for project growth after it’s inception, and the ‘ownership’ the students could feel towards it, are unique.  



What is your objective with this initiative?

Our project will achieve several goals:
1. Raise the profile of the Schulich School of Medicine and Dentistry within the community and province. 
2. Provide rudimentary first aid teaching to high school students. 
3. Provide Schulich Medical students with the opportunity to practice their roles as health advocates and communicators.


How will medical students be involved?

A strength of this project is that an entire class of medical students will participate each year. The students will oversee the first aid classes in each of the participating schools. This project offers Schulich medical students a unique occasion to engage with the broader community of London. They will interact with high school students and apply practical medical knowledge to an educational setting.


How do you plan on publicizing the initiative?

This initiative will be publicized in two of ways: directly, through the program itself, and indirectly, via the media. After the sessions at high schools, specifically designed pamphlets provided for the students to take home that will highlight that Schulich students provided the session. On the dates when medical students are providing sessions, local media will be contacted to cover the event. This endeavor will be newsworthy and the publicity will reflect positively on Schulich. Moreover, if successful, the details of the project will be submitted to the media and/or pedagogical journals to showcase the project to the community, other school boards, and other medical schools.

What additional resources are required for the project?

The primary additional resource that this project requires is the full backing of the Hippocratic council. We will need the council to advocate on behalf of the project to school administration to find a day in the second year curriculum to set aside for delivery of the program. The resources provided in the grant will sufficient in all other respects.

If necessary, how can the project be sustained for future years?

The sustainability of the project depends on its incorporation into the second year curriculum. The sustainability of our proposed work, and its potential for lasting impact, are highlighted by the potential for growth. If successful, local work can serve as the basis for later lobbying at the provincial level.


Part 4: Detailed Budget

The money supplied by the Hippocratic Council Innovator Grant will be used to develop and purchase the information packages and presentation materials used for the sessions.  Specific first-aid supplies required for the delivery of the class will be set based on consults with associated organizations like the Red Cross. However, the larger the amount of money we have access to, the better equipped these sessions, and the take-home material, will be. 







Part 5: Detailed Timeline

We propose the following timeline:

January- May 2011: 
· Contact the Thames Valley District School board and petition to allow the sessions.
· Work with administration to set a day for delivery of the sessions.

June- August 2011:
· Develop the curriculum

September 2011- May 2012
· Deliver the sessions (specific date will depend on when we can make available in our curriculum).



Title of Project:    Schulich Students Teaching Basic First - Aid To High School            Students .     Part 2: Describe the Project     The CANMEDS  guidelines   mandate that Canadian medical student s promote public  health as health advocates and educators.   Both of these roles are marginaliz ed in  our   current curriculum.   However,  becau se of the respect with which  the community  views medical students , we   are uniquely  poised   to   develop our   skills in these areas,  while acting as   powerful catalysts for change.   By   taking advantage  of  this privilege ,  we can initiate positive  change   while   raising   the profile of the Schulich School of  Medicine &  Dentistry .      Many deaths in Canada could be prevented by a widespread knowledge of even very  basic first aid .  F or example,   knowing   when to call 9 - 1 - 1   and the information the  operator will require   du ring the call   could prevent a death .    The easiest way to   introduce this knowledge on a   large scale is through the school system.    However,  t here is currently no  mandatory  first aid instruction in the  Onta rio secondary s chool  c urriculum .  We feel that this  is  unacceptable .  With the support of  the Hippocratic  Council Innovator Grant, Schulich medical students  can   work to introduce basic first  aid skills , like recognizing emergencies ,   into  the  high school curriculum   and ,   in  doing so ,   rai se our profile in the  community.        W e would like to work with organizat ions like St. John’s Ambulance  to develop a  simpl e and reproducible  one - hour  first aid  tutorial   for   the   high school curriculum  to  be delivered once  yearly by second - year Schulich medical s tudents.  This  would not  b e a certification - level course ,   but would   rather   focus on recognition of emergencies  and appropriate re sponses .   While  first - year students carry out  a   similar program   to  teach sun  safety at   lo cal ele mentary schools , second - year medical students d o not  interact with the communit y at the same level in our current curriculum .     A program  dedicated to teaching   basic first  aid would provide second - year medical students 

